
Water Act, 1974 – An Overview 
 

Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 is a comprehensive legislation that 

regulates agencies responsible for checking on water pollution and ambit of pollution control 

boards both at the centre and states. The Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

was adopted by the Indian parliament with the aim of prevention and control of Water Pollution 

in India. 

 

Salient Features of Water Act: 

 Water act came into effect in 1974 to prevent pollution of water by industrial, agricultural 

and household water. The main objectives of this act are listed below: 

 Prevention, control and abatement of water pollution. 

 The act also aims at restoration of wholesomeness of water 

 The water act is designed to assess pollution levels and punish polluters 

 The central government and state governments have set-up pollution control boards to 

monitor water pollution. 

 The water act of 1974 along with amendments in 1978 is an extensive legislation with 

more than sixty sections for prevention and control of water pollution. 

 Central and state boards have been created under this act for preventing water pollution 

 Establish or recognize water testing laboratories and standard testing procedures 

 Prevention and control of water pollution is achieved through a 'permit' or a 'consent 

administration' procedure 

 

Functions of Central Board: 

The primary goal of the Central Board as stated in accordance with the Water Act shall be to 

promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States. 

Highlight functions of the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) are as follows: 

 Advise the Central Government on any matter concerning the prevention and control of 

water pollution. 

 Co-ordinate the activities of the State Boards and resolve disputes among them. 

 Provide technical assistance and guidance to the State Boards, carry out and sponsor 

investigations and research relating to problems of water pollution and prevention, 

control or abatement of water pollution. 

 Plan and organize the training of persons engaged or to be engaged in programs for the 

prevention, control or abatement of water pollution. 

 Collect, compile and publish technical and statistical data relating to water pollution and 

the measures devised for its effective prevention and control. 

 



Functions of State Board: 

Highlight functions of the State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) are as follows: 

 Plan a comprehensive programme for the prevention, control or abatement of pollution of 

streams and wells in the State. 

 Advise the State Government on any matter concerning the prevention, control or 

abatement of water pollution. 

 Encourage, conduct and participate in investigations and research relating to problems of 

water pollution and prevention, control or abatement of water pollution. 

 Collaborate with the Central Board in organizing the training of persons engaged or to be 

engaged in programmes relating to prevention, control or abatement of water pollution. 

 Inspect sewage or trade effluents, works, and plants for the treatment of sewage and trade 

effluents and to review plans, specifications or other data relating to plants set up for the 

treatment of water. 

 Evolve methods of utilization of sewage and suitable trade effluents in agriculture. 

 Evolve economical and reliable methods of treatment of sewage and trade effluents, 

having regard to the peculiar conditions of soils, climate and water resources of different 

regions. 

Major missing’s from the act: 

 Prevention of Pollution from ground water resources 

 Water pollution from agriculture  

 Discharge wastewater from Municipal sources 
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